COUNTERFEITING. 


The great demand for scarce coins and medals, to- 

gether with the general ignorance ofthe characteristics 
: of these pieces arising in consequence from their scarci- 
: ty, renders counterfeiting a profitable business. 
: Some collectors take an especial fancy to counter- 
: feits, often paying ridiculous prices for them, and then 
place them with other coins in their cabinets: they 
i desire an 1815 cent for no other purpose than ‘Sust to 
complete the series.’? By these demands counterfeit- 
i ers are encouraged, and their forgeries will in a short 
i time increase in such numbers that they will become 
: confused with the genuine, and their true character 
: will be rendered hardly distinguishable. Restriking 
i scarce dates is a sort of presbyterian counterfeiting 
: and these restrikes, coming as they do from the Mint, 
? have gained high prices, 

The great fraud which American collectors are ex- 
posed to is the alteration of dates. Many skillful 
; engravers have taken up this species of counterfeiting, 
i and have so artfully altered common dates of the cur- 
i rent coins that their workmanship itself baffles detec- 
: tion from the most careful examinations. But the coins of 
ach year generally bear other characteristics of dis- 
inction (some hardly noticable) than that of the date. 
; There maybea difference in the size of figures or letters, 
iin the relative position of the figures in the date to edict 
: other, or ofthe date itselfto the head or border. These 
and a hundred other little differences may be discoy- 
ered by actual mzasurement, and will sometimes serve 
tO expose alterations. Many dates have varieties of 
their own, and these will lead to some confusic n, but 
they generally occur among the common dates. 

Of course the forgeries are of the rare dates : Cents 
of 1793, Liberty Cap, made from 1795; 1804 from a va- 
riety of dates; 1809 from 1808; 1811 from 1814, etc. 
Silver coins have likewise been treated, and to a great- 
er extent. 





We take the following from a recent number of 
Chambers’ Fournal: 
“‘Numismatists and coin collectors have good reason to 
know that nefarious skill is at work in their department. 
A very old and scarce coin, say of silver, 1s worth in 
the antiquarian market many times its weight in that 
metal; and hence there is a strong temptation for the 
cleverly dishonest to produce coins which can be sold 
for as many pounds as they cost shillings, 

Curiously enough, this laxity was known to the 
ancients as well as to ourselves; for Roman coins have 
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occasionally been dug up, some evidently plated, some 
as evidently washed over with a mere surface of pre- 
cious metal. At the present time, the Greek Islands 
shelter men who make false dies of ancient coins, as a 
preliminary to the manufacture of new specimens so 
docteredup as to passforold. The trade must, indeed, 
be a lucrative one, if the statement is correct that one 
engraver of these false dies netted two or three thous- 
and pounds from the pockets of Englishmen alone, who 
innocently purchased the counterfeits at high prices, 
under a belief in their genuine character. Old Roman 
coins require to be scanned closely whenever a high 
price is asked for them; it is said that almost every col- 
lector has some whose genuineness he doubts, although 
he has not tests sufficient to settle the matter clearly. 
A numismatist, a few years ago, warned collectors to 
be on their guard concerning half-groats and pennies 
of Richard IIT.’s reign; there were but few of them in 
existence, and imitators have been tempted to enter 
this field; the fraudulent specimens are well made, and 
put on that worn appearance which would be due to 
great age.”’ 
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BURMAN CURRENCY, 


The nineteenth century witnesses wonderful mech- 
anism in coinage in the European states and America, 
and a semi-barbarian system of coinage insome parts 
of the far East, where coinage is nominally the sealing 
of weights by stamping lumps of silver and gold, These 
rude specimens of metal currency, bearing no historic 
or artistic embellishments,have received little attention 
from numismatists, Dr, Malcom, inhis travels in Bur- 
mah in 1835-8, relates some interesting facts concern- 
ing the currency of the country at that time. Not- 
withstanding civilized immigration, no effectual change 
in the currency has been made since. 

‘The country has no coinage. Silver and lead pass 
in fragments of all sizes, andthe amount ofevery trans- 
action is regularly weighed out; as was done by the } 
ancients. Itis cast by the assayers, in thin round: 
cakes, weighing two or three ticals, but is cut up with } 
mallet and chisel, to suit each sale, The price ee ; 
thing, therefore, is always stated in weight, just as if j 
we oe say, in answer to a question of price, an} A 
ounce”’ or “a dram.’”? When an appearance like crys- i 
tallization, is upon the centre of the cake, it is known} 
to be ofa certain degrceof alloy, and is called ‘‘flower- 
ed silver.’”? Of this kind which is called Hluet-nez, 
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:'the tical is i | i 
: calis worth fifteen per cent. more than the Sicca | of business. 


The Dyng has the flowered appearance all | 


: rupee. 
over the cake, in larger and longer crystals; andis cast 
into cakes weighing about twenty ticals; but varies ex- 
i ceedingly in fineness, being of all qualities, from Huet- 
j nee to ten percent. purer. It is assumed to be five 
; per cent. purer.’’ 


: “The assayers of precious metals are expert and ex- 
act; and, as money goes by weight, and is, therefore, 
: constantly getting cut to pieces, and alloyed, these per- 
sons are numerous, For assaying silver, a small fur- 
: nace is set in the earth, urged by a double bellows. 
made of two large bamboos, From each bamboo a 
small tube near the bottom conveys the air directly to 
the fire. The melted metal is cast into cakes, weigh- 
ing two or three dollars, and thus passes into circula- 
tion, to be again cut into pieces as occasion may 
require.’’ 


‘An inferior kind of silver, even to twenty-five per 
cent. alloy, circulates freely, for smaller barter. The 
people, however, are not deceived in its quality, for the 
degree of purity is detected by them with great read- 
iness, chiefly by the appearance left on the cake at 
cooling.’” 

**Gold is scarcely used as a circulating medium, be- 
ing absorbed in guilding sacred edifices, or in jewels. 
By Burman estimate, gold is eighteen times the value 
of silver. It often rises totwenty or more, when the 
people are compelled to obtain it at any price, to pay 
their tax toward the guilding ofsome pagoda.”’ 

**The late King, Menderagyee, attempted to intro- 
duce small silver coin, which he made with a mint es- 
tablishment imported from England. But he required 
his ticals to pass for sixty per cent. above their real 
worth, and the copper for nearly three times its worth. 
: The consequence was a universal stagnation of busi- 
iness; and, after urging his law so far.as to execute 
? some for contumacy, he was at length obliged to let 
i silver and lead pass by weight, according to their real 
worth, as before. The people are aot anxious for coin. 
! They cannot trust their rulers; they love higgling in 
i bargains; they make a profit on their money, as well 
? as goods, by increasing its alloy; and a numerous class 
i of assayers, or brokers, called Pwa-zahs (by foreign- 
ers, Poy-zahs,) subsist by melting up silver toimprove 
or deteriorate it as they are desired. This they do be- 
: fore the owner’s face, and have only the crucible and 


: scoriae for their trouble.”’ 











NUMISMA. 


The San Francisco Bulletin of Jan. 31 says : “The ; 
demand for the trade dollar in China is no longer equal : 


to the supply of the Mints here and at Carson, and the : 


result is an over-abundance of that coin in circulation. 


This coin is now being subjected to a heavy discount, } 
from four to five per cent. being named as the rate. } 


And this discount is carried on in almost every branch : 


Even conductors on the street cars now ; 


refuse to take them for their face, and subject them to : 


a discount of ten per cent. 
in small quantities for their face value. 


reason why any such distinction should exist, 


Other silver coins circulate : 
There is no? 
The: 


trade dollar is as much of a legal tender for sums not ! 


exceeding $5 as any other silver coin. 


——_o——_— 


We have received from Mr. Wood the latest issue : 


of his popular series of medals. Obverse : Bust of ! 


Washington to right; ‘‘Wood’s series ‘C’ No. 5’’ be- 


neath, thirteen stars above and on either side; sur-: 
rounding the whole, ‘‘To Aid St John’s-Guild’-Float- } 


ing-Hospital’”’ and **G. H. L.”’ 
Martha Washington to left; ‘“Feby 22nd 1876’’ above, 
‘Academy of Music’’ beneath; surrounding the whole, 
‘‘Centennial Reception, Ball, & Tea-Party’’ and 
“ce N.Y. *.’? Size 18. Silver, copper and tin, at $2, 
soc. and 25c. respectively; $2.5¢ for set. For sale by 
JOHN W. HASELTINE, 1225 Chestnut St., Phil- 
adelphia; EDWARD COGAN, 408 State St., Brook- 


Reverse: Bust of: 


lyn; H. G. SAMPSON, St. Paul’s Church-yard, New : 


York; HENRY AHLBORN, Cambridge Bridge, Bos- 
ton; GEO, A. DILLINGHAM, Titusville, Pa. 





‘0 





We have received from Mr. Henry his Catalogue of: 


English Coins, in Siluer and Copper. 


A pamphlet ! 


of 24 pages; has illustrations of obverse and reverse of : 


32 coins. 


It is a useful little work to the student of : 


English numismatics, as it is a descriptive price-list of ! 
the coins of the kings and queens of England since the : 


Norman Conquest. 


Price 6d. For sale by Mr. J. 


Henry, No. 48 Devonshire St., London, W. C., Eng- : 


land. 
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Shortly after the falling of the Old Elm on Boston ! 
Common,the Boston 7yavedder published the following: : 
‘“One of the workmen found, this morning, under the : 


Old Elm on the Common, a curious medal. 


It was of } 


large size, of copper or bronze, and hada medallion ; 


head on one side, and on the other, figures of Justice 


with scales and sword, and of Religion with a cross, } 


and a circular temple in the back ground, with a date 
that seems to be 1604 or MDCIIII.”’ 
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Notwithstanding the resolutions of the number of 


: soft-money conventions, the Secretary of the Treasur- 


:y is making active preparations to resume specie 


} payments. Many who, when the issue of paper. cur- 


; rency became general, hoarded specimens of the hard 


; money for keepsakes or curiosities, will very soon re- 


: gard this money as money, and put it in circulation 


;once more. From these sources we may expect to get 


} some scarce dates—those which were plentiful ten or 


i fifteen years ago. Collectors shauld maintain the old 


: privilege of interview with all storekeepers in regard to 


: contents of cash drawer from day to day; and if every 


: storekeeper could be induced to entertain four or five 


: collectors, so much more effectually would we keep the 


: desirable dates from circulation. The storekeeper's 


; time and trouble are not to be thought of; he will be 


: happy to know that you ‘‘found one’’ once in a while. 


———— 


An interesting series of Centennial Coin and Curios - 


: ity Sales, under the charge of Mr. Haseltine, has been 


! commenced in Philadelphia, the first sale having tak- 


ten place on the 30th ult. These sales will be centin- 


ued through the Exposition and occur a few weeks a- 


part. They will contain selections from some of the 


: best collections which Mr. Haseltine has purchased 


: within the past year. As they will be extensively ad- | 


Jgvertized, good competion in bidding may be expected. 


: We will make reports from month to month. 


———o0-— --- 


The Rochester Express ‘‘expression’’ man express- 


: es himself thus :;““Oswego has a man named Schilling, 


! who is not worth a sixpence.’’? Yes, but if he should | 


get hold of you he’d give you many a pound.— Oswe- 


go Palladiunt. 


And then how you’dollar and be pennytent, eh ?— 


iW. ¥. Com. dd. 


we’ dollars thought so. 


—_——$—) ——— 


! 081,000. 
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What non-cents. A pun is alow specie (s) of wit; 


!zst the whole number of trade dollars coined was 8, 


- 


We can furnish all back numbers of the CrrcULAR 


: at the regular subscription rate, 








The United States Mint, during the month of Feb- eer ice 
: ruary, turned out $740,582.50 incoin. Upto February 1823“ 























APRIL CATALOGUE i 

COINS AND MEDALS : 

FOR SALE BY { : 

GEORGE A, DILLINGHAM. : 
Styca of Vigmund; 837-856; fine,........ ean cees Bier Om 
William the Conqueror Penny fine, ..........+-+ 3 00 ; 
Edward II. Penny; 1307-1327; struck at Canter- : 
BUY. 7AIMSS secon. cesdtbecepceckastcevane botapweeeness sdearae 3 00: 
Henry VII. Groat; London; fine, ....... AIST e upsicy 
Edward VI. Shilling; very fine, ....... Rh, ee Toot 
James I. ss EXEEA ZOOG wey sancisstentdacesene 175! 
Commonwealth Six-pence; 1654$ good, ..........- I 75 i 
Wilham and Mary Shilling; 1693, good, ........... I 00} 
Wood Farthing; 1723; very fine... ......... Sarees Pe 3 00} 
George I. Shilling; 1723; very fine, ...... cane ees 75 : 
George III. % Crown; 1800; uncirculated,........ I 00 ; 
| Victoria Vs, %and Y% Farthings; uncirculated; ; 
fOrSebersccceesrsee sere Slit teas tgeusunee desbezccuastvterss : 25) 

| Pine Tree Shilling; 1652; small planchet, good, 5 00; 
| Rosa Americana Penny; fair,...........seeeees Haase 1253 
3 ie Half-penny; fair, ........ ona eoses 60} 

| Voce Populi; 1760; fair,........sssesesesesssenesereeenees 50: 
' Louisiana; 1767; R. F ; fair,.... 175! 
| Virginia: uncirculated,.............+ 75: 
| Georgius Triumpho; 1783; fair,..... Beis ietoyh 
| Nova Constellatio; 1783;,Roman; good,....+.+++ I 253 
Irs £ 1785: Script; extra good,...... I 75: 
| Fugio; 1787; 200d, ...-.sseeeseecesessnecesrseseeeneeeetenees 50 ; 
Massachusetts; 1787; extra ZOOd, .....c605 seeseereees 2 OOF 
ss PASO OOO sseuacveasteNe ace caegee eases ANTE BON 

| Kentucky; thick planchet, lettered edge; un- : 
GIMOWLALE Carr tctvssscedconeewresetageaexes anne tand anaes 4 50 : 
Kentucky; thin planchet; fine, ...........-.sesseeeeees 3 50; 
Talbot, Allum & Lee; 1794; extra good, .... I 00 : 
1794 Cent; extra ZOO, ....scceeceeeeeeeeeeceeseseeceneres 3 00} 
1796 CAP; fair, . .cescereessececeeeceeeeecoecesenees 200 

; 1796 ‘‘ fillet; very OO, cuesncsccaueassesvonecess +. 2 00 
1797 ‘6 OXtTAa ZOO, oo... seseeesseeseeeseeeertreeenese 2 00} 
1802" 116 200} 
Memon es I 25 
TSEgt 5 S55) 3 003 
1814 ‘* crossed ‘‘4’’; not bright, but in per- : 
fect PYESEFVALION,.......cecceeceeeeeeeseceesee ere reeanenee 4 50: 
1814 Cent; plain ‘‘4’’; very good,...........--+0++ Sess KOO) s 
817... uncireulated,, ...050. 42. ts BEM se nabs 1 00: 
1820 ‘f ~ Over *19; Very ZOOd,........2..seeeeeeee Ata eee 
SOOds 2 s5 56.86 aie hans Suguneetena a eeereawsvebaiece 60 3 

very good,....... aaa pce pecan 2anOs 

1828 ‘* almost fine,... Ruceasenasedeonenrets I 25: 
TO (see INC eset. s ceswsncua shen arraticcssanee I 253 
1838 ‘* nearly uncirculated; fine color, ...... 1 50} 
ray ee Mra Ph OL oma srores Nera oceageens f 75 : 
1849) — 9 Uncirculated) ti rsseksneesaacses Bees ees I 50 : 
Eseyes, (Cossmallidate: mnestte outs. csuvessesuae 753 
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ix805. Cent; coodhiuiyh sa cess le Le $1 co 
21807 ‘* over 06; extra 00d, ....scceeeceoese veces I 00 
HisrOe Lf) uncivenlated | ya ss sereu eh ele eens ee, I 00 
SrSt9s Severy Mine eh eck em en ke oe I 00 
? Ethelred II. Penny; fine,........ccsscccceeceseees Sais 3 00 
: Edward J. Penny; Ireland; extra good,........... I 25 

: William and Mary Four-pence; 1691; extra 

S RRy= ot ole Ral ect oem eae erate it ia 60 
? Model Two-shilling piece; silver; fine............. I 50 | 


CABINET SETS OF FOREIGN COINS. 


Set Wo. esGontams co\Coims os. tau ett ueaeee I.00 
5 2 me Rea ee eazy 1.00 
34 LO MM har seaee Ls csceened nee tate 1,00 

4 ts ap rs I.50 

5 “i ie) Wave aie seten it epi e Naee ene ia 2.00 

6 § BOO Hanley ta sanuraneen cos ceunncan tar tae 2.50 

7 2 30 $ . 2.50 

8 zs SCN AOA, Se renee wuss 3.00 

MM cytes 18 
Cook’s Hand-book of Coins, Medals, Etc., a little 


: pamphlet of sixteen pages, gives valuableand reliable 
: information on the American series of coins and med- 
als. It also contains a little brief advice to the inex- 
: perienced collector, and is, withal agiseful to every 
: numismatist. Pnce, 15 cents. 
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——NONE BUT NUMISMATIC ADV ERTISEMENTS—— 
INSERTED zeal THIS PAPER. # 
a 





JOHN W. KLINE, 


? Dealer in Coins, Medals, Postage Stamps, Min- 
i rals, Birds Eggs and Nests, Engravings, 
Postage Stamp and Monogram Albums, 


; —_INDIAN RELICS, ANTIQUES AND-—— 
: ARTICLES or VERTU. 


: No. 212 SOUTH ‘E1cutu STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


JOHN W. HASELTINE, 


: —Dealer in— 

i-—Coins, Paper Money, Minerals,— 

i Shells, Postage Stamps, Auto- 
graphs and all kinds of 


aC ORI Gs tins 
1225 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Colonial and U. S. Coins, 


: MEDALS, FOREIGN COINS, ENGLISH TO- 
; KENS, AND COPPERHEADS 


BOUGHT, SOLD, ox EXCHANGED. 
B Orders taken for all New York 
CO. Ones Ao 


Address, 
£0. EROSSARD, 


:49 Prospect es New York. 




















George M. Llliott, 


— Dealer in— 


Coins, Medals, Store Cards, 


Politicals, Continental and Colcnial Paper Money, 
Coin Books, Local Histories,  - 
C=] HIGHEST CASH PRICESS=~ : 
Paid for Collections of Coins, Paper Monee ; Books, : 
Ete: Bite. i 

yi have now in stock a Ne assoriment of English : 
and other foreign coins, also U. S. silver and ape 
coins tn finest possible condition. 


48 CENTRAL ST., LOWELL, MASS. 





Gop, 


U. S. Silver. Dollars, 


Half ® Quarter Dollars 


AST 5 DEEN Gy aes ale elem 
Address, 


J. Colvin Randall, No. 114 South 17th St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


one and Stamp Journal. 
Published Monthly. 


Is the only publication devoted to 


NUMISMATICS Asp PHILATELY 


in the United States. 
° : 
Subscription in U. S.and Canada, 50 cents a year. } 
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W. E. Winner, Publisher, 


KANSAS CITY, - - MISSOURI. 


“Wanted! Ko Buy ane Sol, ie 








row-heads, Axes, 


Pipes, Oxnamental Pieces, eté. 


Also, Old Coins, Rare Old Books, 


Minerals, Fossils and 
ALL ANTIQUITIES. 


R. W. MERCER 
C2=NATURAL HISTORY STORE, == 
117 West Sixth Street, 

CINCINNATI, O. 
Send Stamp for Coin Price List. 





and Autographs. : 


Shiver AND es ee ae ae I: 


England, 3 shillings i 


Indian Relics, Ar- : 


ME) Pestles, Pottery, 


